Passion 

What would I change? I thought long and hard of this problem, and thought in the same pattern as I always had: “volunteering, going green, peace…”  Yet what I have settled on is change in the mind; the human mind is such a powerful, beautiful thing. Thus change should begin with the mind. 

What prompted me to bring about this change is a common problem. Nowadays, finding a peer who wishes to learn for the sake of learning, not for the sake of a letter grade inked onto a sheet, is a rarity. I say this with experience and an intimate familiarity with the issue. Countless times have I seen one cram information for tests, only to forget it all the next day. I consider this to be completely desecrating to the word “education”, even if I do it, and even if there is no other choice. 

Change proves to be a difficult task. After all, I cannot magically twist the educational system as we know it. Change begins with me. I admittedly do not go to school purely to learn. I work the educational system as do all my peers to receive the best grade, get into a great college, and secure a decent future. Yet, I have learned to take time off from doing homework to simply read and listen to lectures about something I love. And personally, I have discovered if this occurred with every student, there would be no need to “motivate” students. Students would be propelled by something so powerful – a genuine love of learning which would follow into their careers, motivation to explore using their unique creative minds, and an ability to lead positive lives filled with epiphany rather than complaint. These are the gifts learning with authentic passion has brought me. 
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